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The agenda for this afternoon 

q  Why I would encourage ALL of you to consider writing 
an MPA policy paper or MPA dissertation 
Ø  Bonus feature:  Prof Dunleavy’s Tate-worthy slides on what it means 

                          to be “original” 

q  The mechanics 

Ø  course codes, length, format, editing, due dates, etc. 

q  Gruber’s tips & tricks  

Ø  ... for choosing a topic (and an argument) 

Ø  ... for structuring your chapters 

Ø  ... for grabbing the reader 

q  Q & A 
But first... 

Let’s talk about plagiarism 

q  Why this is an appropriate place to begin the discussion 

q  Simple definition (from New Oxford Dictionary) 

Ø  ‘the practice of taking someone else’s work or ideas and 
passing them off as one’s own’ 

Ø  Origins: Latin plagiare, meaning ‘to abduct’ 

q  Plagiarism includes using a verbatim passage without 
quotation marks even if the source is acknowledged in a 
precise reference 

q  ‘Self-plagiarism’ can also be problematic 
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•  Keep reading and note-taking as separate activities 

•  Choose a referencing system and be consistent 

•  Always include page number for direct quotations and specific 
references and for references in the text you’re reading (e.g., 
Smith 1993, p. 12) 

•  Always use quotation marks for direct quotes.  Watch out for 
‘second level’ sources (i.e., writer A quoting writer B). 

•  Keep copies of internet sites, URLs and the date an item is 
identified 

•  Sign up for EndNote training 

•  Talk to your supervisor 

q  See pp. 26-28 of your 
MPA Handbook for more 
information 
 
 

 

q  Plagiarism bottom lines 

Ø  Everyone gets caught. 

Ø  Don’t go there. 

Let’s keep talking about plagiarism 

2012/13 

29 

30 
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Either option would be an important part of your 
overall assessment. 

If you choose to write an MPA policy paper, it 
will contribute 0.5 units to your 4-unit 2nd-year 
curriculum.   

An MPA dissertation would contribute 1 unit. 

A policy paper or dissertation is your chance to 
demonstrate to us – and to your future 
employers – that you have sufficiently mastered 
the subject of the degree to make a value-
added contribution that merits the  attention of 
other scholars and practitioners in the field.  

The best papers and dissertations can be (and 
have been) of a standard which leads to 
publication. Even if your contribution does not 
reach that level, the quality of argument and 
presentation must approach that standard. 

MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 
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© P. Dunleavy 
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C 

Hot tip: ‘Originality’ is usually 
taking an idea from one place 
and trying it out in another 
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Look for a problem that is interesting and 
important — never mind how it is classified — 
and tackle it.  That is my advice to Mancur 
Olson, and that is my advice to everyone else. 
 

     -- Mancur Olson 
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Patrick describes 
what they ne 

 
 

Upcoming  
MPA Dissertation Workshops 

 
Week 4 

Tuesday, 29th October 
6 - 8 pm in NAB.2.04 

 
Ø  We’ll look at previous MPA 

Dissertations -- the good, the 
bad, and the ugly -- and provide 
our collective feedback on your 
early-stage proposals 

 
Week 7 

Tuesday, 11th November 
6 - 8 pm in NAB.2.04 

 
Ø  Patrick will say more about 

what’s required for your abstract 
and 5-page synopsis/intro 

Patrick describes 
what they ne 



(8-‐‑Oct-‐‑2013)	

p.  13	L.  Gruber,  ‘How  to  Write  a  Terrific  MPA  Policy  Paper  or  Dissertation’	

The  MPA  Policy  Paper   is   an   individually-‐‑authored  piece   of  
analysis  in  which  the  policy  question  to  be  tackled  is  defined  
by  the  student  in  consultation  with  her/his  MPA  supervisor.    
Students  who   take   this   course  will   have   an   opportunity   to  
explore   their   questions   and   the   surrounding   literature   in   a  
sustained   and   systematic   fashion,  with   guidance   and   input  
along  the  way  from  members  of  the  MPA  faculty  and  
Dr  Dawn  Teele,  our  ‘bespoke’  policy-‐‑paper  writing  coach.   

While   the   MPA   programme’s   existing   structure   does   grant  
students  the  option  of  writing  a  (full-‐‑unit)  MPA  Dissertation,  
many   MPA   graduates   would   be   beYer-‐‑served   –   both  
professionally  and   in   terms  of   rounding  out   their   academic  
training   –   by   a   half-‐‑unit   course   specifically   aimed   at  
sharpening  their  policy-‐‑analytical  skills.     What  many  of  our  
students   need,   and   what   the   work   they   do   for   their   MPA  
Policy   Papers   aims   to   provide,   is   additional   guidance   and  
practice   at   developing   well-‐‑structured,   evidence-‐‑based  
responses   to   messy   policy   problems   of   the   sort   they   are  
likely  to  confront  after  they  graduate  from  the  LSE  and  enter  
the  wider  public,  private,  and  NGO  arenas. 
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MPA  Policy  Paper  Lectures  for  2013/2014	
Tuesday,  8th  October  (Michaelmas  Term,  Week  1)  from  5.30-‐‑7.30  pm,  Clement  House  4.02	

“Everything  you  need  to  know  to  write  a  terrific  
MPA  policy  paper  or  dissertation”	

  	
Monday,  21st  October  (Michaelmas  Term,  Week  3)  from  5-‐‑7  pm  in  Clement  House  4.02	
  “The  mechanics  of  policy  analysis:    A  one-‐‑size-‐‑fits-‐‑all  framework”	

  	
Monday,  4th  November  (Michaelmas  Term,  Week  5)  from  5-‐‑7  pm  in  Clement  House  4.02	

“PuBing  the  framework  to  practical  use”	
  	

Monday,  18th  November  (Michaelmas  Term,  Week  7)  from  6-‐‑8  pm  in  Clement  House  2.02	
“Inaugural  MPA  Policy  Paper  Writers’  Workshop”	

MPA  Policy  Paper  vs.  MPA  Dissertation	

The  MPA  Policy   Paper   shares  many   common   features  with   the   existing  
MPA  Dissertation.     Both   cover  an   important   topic,  draw  on   the   tools  of  
social   science,  make  effective  use  of   empirical   evidence,   and  engage   the  
reader’s   aYention.      Compared   with   a   dissertation,   however,   the   MPA  
Policy  Paper  is:	

–  a  shorter  text;	

–  oriented  around  a  specific  policy  problem  or  issue;	

–  concerned  with  policy-‐‑making  in  a  single  seYing  (usually  an  
organization  or  a  single  unit  or  tier  of  governance);	

–  aimed  at  a  wider  audience  of  policy  practitioners,  hence  well-‐‑
communicated  and  jargon-‐‑free.    A  Policy  Paper  would  not  need  to  
draw  on  an  extended  discussion  of  an  academic  literature,  theory  or  
methodology  (as  would  be  the  case  in  an  MPA  Dissertation),  although  
short  elements  of  this  kind  may  be  appropriate  for  particular  
problems  or  issues.	
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Coming  ABractions	

Your  MPA  Policy  Paper  will  provide  you  with  an  opportunity  to  synthesize  
the  wide  spectrum  of  analytical  skills  you’ve  developed  in  your  first  year  of  
the  MPA  programme.    These  include:	

Ø  your  ‘core’  training  in  political  analysis,  economics  and  econometrics	

Ø  any   additional   skills   you  may   have   acquired   in   your   ‘policy   stream’  
courses  (or  similar  offerings  at  SIPA,  LKY,  Sciences  Po,  and  Hertie)	

•  European  politics  and  policy	

•  International  development	

•  Welfare  analysis  and  social  policy	

•  Management  and  public  budgeting	

•  Advanced  training  in  quantitative  methods	

A  Policy  Paper  may  also  be  usefully  linked  to  your  prior  work  experience  –  
a   previous   summer   internship,   for   example   –   or   even   to   your   MPA  
Capstone,  so  long  as  the  topics  do  not  substantially  overlap.	

Deliverables	

All   students   taking   this   course   will   be   asked   to   provide   the   course  
instructors,   as   well   as   your   individual   supervisor,   with   a   paper   title,  
abstract,   and   short   proposal   (750   words   maximum)   in   the   9th   week   of  
Michaelmas  Term,  specifically  on  the  5th  of  December  at  4  pm  sharp.    While  
this  is  optional,  you  would  be  well-‐‑advised  to  meet  the  deadline.    Students  
who   meet   this   deadline   will   have   their   proposals   returned   –   with  
comments  –  within  2  weeks.	
	

In  the  run-‐‑up  to  this  deadline,  MPA  Policy  Paper  writers  are  encouraged  to  
discuss   their   proposed   topics  with   their   supervisors   during   their   regular  
office   hours.     After   the   deadline   –   after   the  winter   break   –  we  will   also  
organize   this   year’s   paper   writers   into   small  MPA  Writers’   Workshops.    
These  will  meet  during  Weeks  1  and  2  of  Lent  Term.	
	

Completed  policy  papers  are  due  in  Week  1  of  Summer  Term  (Thursday,  1st  
May,  4  pm  sharp).	
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The agenda for this afternoon 

q  Why I would encourage ALL of you to consider writing 
an MPA policy paper or MPA dissertation 
Ø  Bonus feature:  Prof Dunleavy’s Tate-worthy slides on what it means 

                          to be “original” 

q  The mechanics 

Ø  course codes, length, format, editing, due dates, etc. 

q  Gruber’s tips & tricks  

Ø  ... for choosing a topic (and an argument) 

Ø  ... for structuring your chapters 

Ø  ... for grabbing the reader 

q  Q & A 

MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      

•  Codes 
•  Length 
•  Format 
•  Editing 
•  Submission dates 

The Mechanics 
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MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      

•  Policy Paper Codes 
Ø  DV4V8 
Ø  GV4V8 
Ø  EC4V8 
Ø  EU4V8 
Ø  SA4V8 

The Mechanics 

MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      

•  Dissertation Codes 
Ø  DV4B4 
Ø  GV4B4 
Ø  EC4B4 
Ø  EU4B4 
Ø  SA4K4 

The Mechanics 
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MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      
•  Length:  Dissertations 

The length specified in the examination regulations is 10,000 words. 

You will be asked to indicate the total number of words on your cover page. 

Included in the 10,000 words is the main body of text.  This is approximately 
equivalent to 35 to 40 pages of A4 paper typed with double spacing. 

Not included in the 10,000-word limit are the abstract, the bibliography (which 
must be comprehensive and include all references) and any appendices 
containing statistical tables, maps, primary-source documents, etc. 

The examiners have the right to penalize any dissertation that substantially exceeds 
the word limit.  

These penalties are used to ensure equity, as all candidates should be 
assessed on the basis of submissions adhering to a similar format. 

The length limit is also intended to discourage candidates from 
attempting over-ambitious topics and to encourage concise argument.  
(It’s worth noting that articles in major journals rarely exceed 9,000 words 
including footnotes and bibliography.) 

MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      
•  Length:  Policy Paper 

The length specified in the examination regulations is 6,000 words. 

You will be asked to indicate the total number of words on your cover page. 

Included in the 10,000 words is the main body of text.  This is approximately 
equivalent to 35 to 40 pages of A4 paper typed with double spacing. 

Not included in the 10,000-word limit are the abstract, the bibliography (which 
must be comprehensive and include all references) and any appendices 
containing statistical tables, maps, primary-source documents, etc. 

The examiners have the right to penalize any dissertation that substantially exceeds 
the word limit.  

These penalties are used to ensure equity, as all candidates should be 
assessed on the basis of submissions adhering to a similar format. 

The length limit is also intended to discourage candidates from 
attempting over-ambitious topics and to encourage concise argument.  
(It’s worth noting that articles in major journals rarely exceed 9,000 words 
including footnotes and bibliography.) 
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MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      
•  Format 

 
You will be required to submit TWO hard copies.  
 
Although your dissertation doesn’t need to be bound, most 
candidates prefer to enhance the appearance and security of their 
manuscripts by enclosing them in one of the various patent file 
folders that can be bought from any stationery store or the Students’ 
Union Shop. 

MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      
•  Editing 

Candidates very often lose marks needlessly through 
typographic, spelling and other technical errors. You 
should always leave yourself time to proofread your 
final draft very closely. To perform this task properly 
requires considerable time and concentration, because 
proofreading quickly turns into a superficial skim-
through unless it is done in ‘quality time’ and with 
adequate breaks. At least two careful readings will be 
needed to ensure that the material you submit is of final 
draft quality.  
  
Please make sure you use the spell-check facility in MS 
Word or other software and carefully inspect anything it 
highlights as a possible problem.  
  
Take particular care with any diagrams and tables that 
you include, making sure that the headings and 
captions are fully self-explanatory (see P.Dunleavy, 
Authoring  a  PhD, Ch. 7).  
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MPA Policy Paper & Dissertation 
2013/14 

 
 

      
•  Submission Dates 

1) For dissertation writers:  TWO hard copies of the dissertation title, abstract, contents page and a 
5 page synopsis/introduction Week 9 of MT.  In addition you are also required to upload an 
electronic version of your dissertation abstract to Moodle. 

  
This will count for 10% of the overall dissertation mark.  Students may only change their topic 
thereafter with the agreement of their supervisor. 

  
2) For dissertation & policy paper writers:  TWO hard copies of the full text are due by Week 1 of ST. 
    You will also be asked to upload an electronic version onto Moodle. 
  
 
Late submissions will not be allowed unless the Board of Examiners is satisfied that there are exceptional 
circumstances which would justify a relaxation of this rule. Here again there is a need for the equitable 
treatment of all candidates as well as a need to achieve the earliest possible determination and 
publication of results.   
  
If an extension is needed on medical grounds, you should get in touch with your Supervisor, in the first 
instance, copying in the MPA Programme Manager, at the earliest possible opportunity for advice.  
 
Please note that extensions cannot be granted retrospectively. 
  
If you are not granted an extension, and do not submit the dissertation, this shall be deemed as a late 
submission and you will be subject to the relevant penalties. 

4.00 pm on Thursday, 5th Dec. 2013 

4.00 pm Thurs., 1st May 2014 

The agenda for this afternoon 

q  Why I would encourage ALL of you to consider writing 
an MPA policy paper or MPA dissertation 
Ø  Bonus feature:  Prof Dunleavy’s Tate-worthy slides on what it means 

                          to be “original” 

q  The mechanics 

Ø  course codes, length, format, editing, due dates, etc. 

q  Gruber’s tips & tricks  

Ø  ... for choosing a topic (and an argument) 

Ø  ... for structuring your chapters 

Ø  ... for grabbing the reader 

q  Q & A 

C 
C 
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Do you have an argument? 
»  Argument template #1 (on theoretical end of spectrum) 

 Gruber’s theoretical analysis implies that policy 
intervention X will make things better. But Gruber’s 
theoretical logic is seriously flawed. 

 This dissertation reveals Gruber’s conceptual 
mistake and shows how, once it has been identified 
and taken into account, his optimistic assessment of 
policy X no longer seems warranted -- and Dunleavy’s 
pessimistic assessment does. 

»  To make an argument of this sort compelling, you could: 

(1) expose the deficiency in Gruber’s theory, and 

(2) examine an empirical case (or cases) where policy X does not 
generate the effects predicted by the Gruberian theory, but the 
Dunleavyan theory gets it exactly right:  Gruber 0, Dunleavy 1. 

Do you have an argument? (cont’d) 
»  Argument template #2 (on empirical end of spectrum) 

 An amazing thing is happening in the 
developing and/or industrialised world. 
Venugopal, Jenkins, and Burgess all think 
they can explain it.  So does Gruber.  
Let’s see who’s right?  

»  It’s possible, of course, that each analyst’s argument captures 
only part of the story... 

»  Or that all their theories are inadequate -- and your own 
theory does a better job. 

»  This is the most common type of dissertation at LSE. 



(8-‐‑Oct-‐‑2013)	

p.  22	L.  Gruber,  ‘How  to  Write  a  Terrific  MPA  Policy  Paper  or  Dissertation’	

2 paths to finding a good argument 

q Path 1:  Get angry! 
 

 

q Path 1:  Get angry! 

» Look back at your course notes:  What 
arguments did you violently disagree with? 

» Reading newspapers and popular journals such 
as the Economist & Foreign Policy will also help 

» Reflect back on your own personal or 
professional experiences 
 

 

2 steps to finding a good argument 
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q Path 2:  Get curious! 

» What aspects of public policymaking do you find 
mysterious or baffling ... even after all that 
newspaper-reading, coursework, etc? 

 

 

2 paths to finding a good argument 

How will you know when you’ve 
found a good argument? 

q Other people will find it interesting. 

q Other people -- at least one other -- will 
strongly disagree with you. 
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an MPA policy paper or MPA dissertation 
Ø  Bonus feature:  Prof Dunleavy’s Tate-worthy slides on what it means 

                          to be “original” 

q  The mechanics 

Ø  course codes, length, format, editing, due dates, etc. 

q  Gruber’s tips & tricks  

Ø  ... for choosing a topic (and an argument) 

Ø  ... for structuring your chapters 

Ø  ... for grabbing the reader 

q  Q & A 

Organising your paper or dissertation 

»  A big theme in ID:  No one size fits all 

»  Same applies to policy papers & dissertations 

»  Choose a structure that makes sense given what you 
are trying to do 

»  That said...there are some rough guidelines I’d 
recommend to each of you, irrespective of your size 
and structure 

But first... 
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© P. Dunleavy 
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© P. Dunleavy 

© P. Dunleavy 
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© P. Dunleavy 

© P. Dunleavy 
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© P. Dunleavy 

q Title 

» short and sweet; should hint at argument to come 

» same applies to chapter titles and sub-heads 
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q  Introductory chapter 
» a micro-version of the whole dissertation 

-- and your abstract is a micro-version of the intro 

» ends with a roadmap paragraph 
This dissertation is organised into 4 (or 5...) 
chapters.  Chapter 2 does [something].  Building 
on Chapter 2, Chapter 3 does [something 
different].  And Chapter 4 (or 5...) concludes. 

» typically the most important chapter in the entire 
dissertation 

Ø  deserves considerable time & attention 

Ø  good intros are short and (for that reason) hard to write 

q  Introductory chapter 
» a micro-version of the whole dissertation 

-- and your abstract is a micro-version of the intro 

» ends with a roadmap paragraph 
This dissertation is organised into 4 (or 5...) 
chapters.  Chapter 2 does [something].  Building 
on Chapter 2, Chapter 3 does [something 
different].  And Chapter 4 (or 5...) concludes. 

» typically the most important chapter in the whole 
dissertation 

Ø  deserves considerable time & attention 

Ø  good intros are short and (for that reason) hard to write 
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q  Introductory chapter (cont’d) 

»  a good introduction motivates your question and sketches 
out your proposed answer 

»  go ahead and let the cat out of the bag; dissertations 
shouldn’t read like mystery novels 

»  ideally your argument would be stated on the first page or 
two -- or by the end of p. 3 at the latest 

q  Next come your theoretical and empirical chapters 

»  I’ll discuss each in turn... 

q  Your theoretical chapter(s) 
»  This is where you flesh out and develop the argument 

you’ve already introduced in your first chapter 

-- as opposed to an uncritical Lit Review (yuck) 

»  A good way to develop your argument is to counterpose it 
to other arguments in the literature 

»  Usually ends with a brief methodological discussion 

-- You’ve already told the reader (in the intro) how you intend to test 
your argument 

-- Here you explain why this way of testing the argument makes good 
sense...unless it’s obvious 

Ø E.g., why did you select the case -- or cases -- you’ll be 
investigating? 
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q  Your empirical chapter(s) 

»  the fun part 

» often the most ‘original’ part 

» make sure you keep linking your empirical discussion 
back to your argument 

q  The concluding chapter 

»  the really fun part 

» begins with quick summary 

»  touches on (without systematically analysing) your 
work’s broader implications 

-- implications for policy and/or for future research 

-- often includes material you’ve left out of earlier 
chapters, where it would have been distracting 

» any weak links? 

» next steps? 
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The agenda for this afternoon 

q  Why I would encourage ALL of you to consider writing 
an MPA policy paper or MPA dissertation 
Ø  Bonus feature:  Prof Dunleavy’s Tate-worthy slides on what it means 

                          to be “original” 

q  The mechanics 

Ø  course codes, length, format, editing, due dates, etc. 

q  Gruber’s tips & tricks  

Ø  ... for choosing a topic (and an argument) 

Ø  ... for structuring your chapters 

Ø  ... for grabbing the reader 

q  Q & A 

Some tips for grabbing the reader 
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Some tips for grabbing the reader 

q  Keep it focused:  Remember, it’s only 6,000 words 

q  Try to make it interesting and readable 

q  Don’t get bogged down in case material 

q  Read MPA dissertations from previous years 

q  Have a look at my tips for effective writing 

Ø  see handout 

... unless you’re writing a dissertation 
... but the same rule still applies! 

Some tips for grabbing the reader 

q  Keep it focused:  Remember, it’s only 6,000 words 

q  Try to make it interesting and readable 

q  Don’t get bogged down in case material 

q  Read MPA policy papers & dissertations from 
previous years 

q  Have a look at my tips for effective writing 

Ø  see handout 
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The agenda for this afternoon 

q  Why I would encourage ALL of you to consider writing 
an MPA policy paper or MPA dissertation 
Ø  Bonus feature:  Prof Dunleavy’s Tate-worthy slides on what it means 

                          to be “original” 

q  The mechanics 

Ø  course codes, length, format, editing, due dates, etc. 

q  Gruber’s tips & tricks  

Ø  ... for choosing a topic (and an argument) 

Ø  ... for structuring your chapters 

Ø  ... for grabbing the reader 

q  Q & A 
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Questions and Answers 

Q: How will my policy paper or dissertation be 
  marked? 

A: It will be double-marked blind  

Ø  This does not mean that the examiners will read it with 
their eyes shut. 

Ø  If the marks are different, 
or if your mark is very high 
or very low, the dissertation 
will also be marked by an 
external examiner. 

More Questions and Answers 
Q:  Will the examiners be appropriate for the 

 kind of paper I am going to write? 

A:   Yes – If you have are lots of econometrics 
 in your paper or dissertation, it will be marked by 

     examiners who understand econometrics (etc) 
 

Q:  Do I need to do any primary research? 

A:   No – It can help you get a good mark, but it 
 can also be a liability. If you are going to do it, 
 make sure you know how you will use it before 
 you start. Make sure it’s not just an ‘add-on’. 
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Even more questions and answers 
Q: How many references do I need? 

A: How long is a piece of string? 
 

Even more questions and answers 
Q: How many references do I need? 

A: How long is a piece of string? 
 

Q: How many cases should I examine? 

A: See above (and stay tuned for further details...) 
 

Q: How recent can my topic be?  What if there are no sources? 

A: It’s best to choose a topic you can analyse, not just describe 
 

Q: Will I need to include transcripts of any interviews I conduct? 

A: Maybe, but avoid consultancy reports.  Again, it’s the analysis 
 (not the raw interview material or data) we’ll be looking for. 
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Even more questions and answers 
Q: How many references do I need? 

A: How long is a piece of string? 
 

Q: How many cases should I examine? 

A: See above (and stay tuned for further details...) 
 

Q: How recent can my topic be?  What if there are no sources? 

A: It’s best to choose a topic you can analyse, not just describe 
 

Q: Will I need to include transcripts of any interviews I conduct? 

A: Maybe, but avoid consultancy reports.  Again, it’s the analysis 
 (not the raw interview material or data) we’ll be looking for. 

To review: 
What should you absolutely 

not do? 
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panic 

One last tip 
  Schedule some 
  time to talk with 
  your supervisor 
  (or other potential 
  sources of advice) 
  in the first few 
  weeks of the term. 

Any more questions? 


